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and desperate ; only two bright spots remain on the
horizon : Mexico and Russia. Mexico can send
rifles but no tanks or guns. Russia has provided
effective help. Whether it came soon enough,
whether it was adequate, and whether it can be
compared with the assistance afforded by the Fascist
countries to Franco, are other questions. For the
time being Russia is our one hope, our only ally.
Without Russia we should have been lost long ago.
Whoever attacks his one ally in the midst of the
struggle is stabbing his own troops in the back. If
only Manolo could peer a little deeper into my
heart, he would know that my one and only desire
is to go on struggling with this company of mine
unto death or to victory, without any thought of
dabbling in politics.

The order to occupy the vineyard in no-man's-
land was greeted by our men with general approval.
It had long been a sore point with them that the
grapes which we could already see with the naked
eye should be allowed to wither on their stems this
Autumn or fall into the hands of the Fascists.
There was, besides, little danger attached to the
operation ; it was a question of occupying quickly
and unexpectedly the next ridge and of digging
oneself in before daylight returned. All in all, it
cost us the life of one man and one wounded, no